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4 Habits That Will Shipwreck Your Faith 
 

 

Would you say your faith is on a 

steady course? Or, could you be in 

danger of shipwreck? 

Scripture warns us of the possibility of 

being shipwrecked – getting so far off 

course that we find ourselves beaten 

by the winds of the world and going 

down, spiritually. The Apostle Paul 

instructed Timothy to “fight the good 

fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience” so that he wouldn’t “shipwreck” his faith (1 

Timothy 1:18-19). 

Certain habits can slowly divert our course to the point where we are in dangerous waters, quickly 

going down, and eventually stranded on an island, isolated from our brothers and sisters in the 

faith who were once there to help us stand strong.  

Here are four habits to steer clear of so you don’t find your faith shipwrecked: 

1. Loving the World. It starts so innocently. We never intend to desire the things of 

the world more than the things of God. But before we know it, we have made idols of 

the objects of our desires and our faith pays the price. Scripture warns us: “Do not love 

the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him” (1 John 2:15). The world will vie for your love and affection. Be wary 

of loving anything in this world more than Jesus. When something else captures your 

heart, it will eventually destroy your faith.   

2. Neglecting God’s Word. One of the easiest ways to become attached to the 

world and to pursue the temporary, rather than the eternal is to neglect God’s Word. 

If we aren’t constantly pouring God’s Word and principles into our hearts and minds, 
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we will be stained by the perceptions and priorities of the world in which we live. In 

His parable of the sower, Jesus warned of “the man who hears the word, and the worry 

of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful” 

(Matthew 13:22). Reading and understanding Scripture strengthens our faith in the 

God we sometimes struggle to understand. Don’t neglect God’s Word. 

3. Trusting Your Feelings. While we should be discerning of the Holy Spirit’s 

direction and aware of His conviction on our hearts, we can never put our feelings 

over the facts of Who God is and what His Word says. Jeremiah 17:9 tells us “The 

heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure….” Our feelings can mislead us by 

making us think God has abandoned us, when the facts of His Word say He will never 

leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). Our feelings might tell us God is angry with 

us and will not give us another chance, but the facts of His Word tell us “there is now 

no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). Base your faith not 

on your feelings, but on the facts of Who God is and What He says in His Word. Your 

feelings constantly fluctuate but the facts about God (that are found in His Word) never 

change.   

4. Relying on Self. We live in a world that praises self-reliance. But Jesus never did. 

He stressed God-reliance, which takes faith. When we rely on God, our achievements, 

and successes are no longer about us and our abilities. If they were, we’d have only 

ourselves to thank. Are you trusting in your abilities to “wow” people when it comes 

to that job interview? Are you depending on your own strength or wisdom when it 

comes to a crucial decision? No longer relying on yourself propels your faith forward 

in ways you can’t imagine. However, to remain “self-sufficient” is to remain “faith 

inefficient.”  

If you struggle with any (or all) of the habits above, you don’t have to stay stuck in that rut. If you 

are in Christ, you are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17), capable of developing new habits that 

build, rather than destroy your faith. Recommit your heart to Him and trust Him as He allows 

circumstances to come your way that stretch and strengthen your faith. 

Adapted from When God Sees Your Tears by Cindi McMenamin, used with permission. 

 

https://www1.cbn.com/books/when-god-sees-your-tears-he-knows-you-he-hears-you-he-sees-you
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Responding Properly to Discipline and Correction   
(CBN) https://www1.cbn.com/responding-properly-discipline-and-correction 

 

Being "nonjudgmental" is considered a virtue these days. Odd, isn't it, since 

people hire golf pros and personal fitness trainers to critique and give advice? The 

golf pros know that the people they critique have the desire to improve their game, 

so they ask for help. "Tell me what I'm doing wrong. I want to do better." We say 

this so easily to a sports trainer but don't like the idea of a "morality pro," 

disciplining us and correcting our mistakes. We even resist the idea of a God 

who acts in this way. 

But that is exactly the kind of God revealed in the Bible. He wants us to do better, 

to improve, to show more love to him and to other people. God is one who loves, 

and genuine love involves discipline. 

"Just as a parent disciplines a child, the LORD your God disciplines you to 

help you. So obey the commands of the LORD your God by walking in his 

ways and fearing him." Deuteronomy 8:5-6 

"Consider the joy of those corrected by God! Do not despise the chastening 

of the Almighty when you sin. For though he wounds, he also bandages. He 

strikes, but his hands also heal." Job 5:17-18 

Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge. Only fools despise wisdom 

and discipline. Proverbs 1:7 

The LORD corrects those he loves, just as a father corrects a child in whom 

he delights. Proverbs 3:12 

Don't bother rebuking mockers; they will only hate you. But the wise, when 

rebuked, will love you all the more. Proverbs 9:8 

If you listen to constructive criticism, you will be at home among the 

wise. Proverbs 15:32 
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A single rebuke does more for a person of understanding than a hundred 

lashes on the back of a fool. Proverbs 17:10 

Valid criticism is as treasured by the one who heeds it as jewelry made from 

finest gold. Proverbs 25:12 

It is better to be criticized by a wise person than to be praised by a 

fool! Ecclesiastes 7:5 

When we are judged and disciplined by the Lord, we will not be condemned 

with the world. 1 Corinthians 11:32 

Our present troubles are quite small and won't last very long. Yet they 

produce for us an immeasurably great glory that will last forever! So we don't 

look at the troubles we can see right now; rather, we look forward to what we 

have not yet seen. For the troubles we see will soon be over, but the joys to 

come will last forever. 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 

Have you entirely forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to you, his 

children? He said, "My child, don't ignore it when the Lord disciplines you, 

and don't be discouraged when he corrects you. For the Lord disciplines 

those he loves, and he punishes those he accepts as his children." As you 

endure this divine discipline, remember that God is treating you as his own 

children. Whoever heard of a child who was never disciplined? If God doesn't 

discipline you as he does all of his children, it means that you are illegitimate 

and are not really his children after all. Since we respect our earthly fathers 

who disciplined us, should we not all the more cheerfully submit to the 

discipline of our heavenly Father and live forever? 

For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, doing the best they knew 

how. But God's discipline is always right and good for us because it means 

we will share in his holiness. No discipline is enjoyable while it is happening 

-- it is painful! But afterward there will be a quiet harvest of right living for 

those who are trained in this way. Hebrews 12:5-12 
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3 Ways to Maintain Your Integrity & Strengthen Your Character 

 
Bill Purvis CBN   (Share with youth that Integrity & Character counts) 

God is not looking for an incredible person to use for His purposes; He’s 

looking for a credible one. 

Strong character is a non-negotiable requirement for achieving our goals and 

dreams. It is the battering ram that allows us to break through obstacles and 

grow into a better life. Every challenge we face on the journey to a better life 

has the potential to either take us down or make us stronger. There’s no middle 

ground. When we face problems and hard times, it’s the strength of our 

character that enables us not only to face the storm, but to turn it to our 

advantage. 

While there are many, here are three ways to maintain your integrity and 

strengthen your character. 

1. Strive to be the same person in front of the crowd as you are behind the 

scenes. 

When the pressure is on, what’s inside always comes out. In a crisis or under 

stress, we don’t have the luxury of keeping up appearances. It’s at such times 

that our actions reveal who we really are—for good or for ill. 

Are you the same person outside of work? Do you live differently around 

different peer groups? Does your environment determine your speech or is it 

consistent no matter what? People who value integrity are the same in every 

crowd. Popularity isn’t important. Being able to bring credibility to the table 

regardless of the setting is what matters. You can only do this if you have 

integrity. That means being the same person in every environment. 

Whether you realize it or not, people are watching. Friends, family, co-

workers—even your kids—are observing whether or not your words align with 

your actions. What message are you sending? Is it one that conveys 

consistency or confusion? 

https://www1.cbn.com/profiles/bill-purvis
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Your character and integrity should support your success, not undermine it. 

Good character is being true to the right principles even when no one is there 

watching. Being faithful to God in your private life is more important than public 

perception.  He cannot bless you with big things unless you have proven to be 

upright in the small things. 

2. Be very careful not to conform. 

You see, character isn't who we say we are. It's who we actually are. You can 

fake almost anything in life, but not your character. You either have it or you 

don't. Character means doing the right thing regardless of what others think. It 

often means standing alone and acting courageously. 

Romans 12:2, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 

by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Sometimes it’s easier to conform. Sometimes the stakes aren’t that high, the 

outcome isn’t that important, and it would just be easier all the way around to 

simply go with the flow. You’ve seen this in staff meetings and social circles. 

Maybe you don’t completely agree with the direction your co-workers want to 

go on a particular project, but your dissent would cause the meeting to last 

longer and seemingly make the problem more difficult to solve. Or perhaps  

your friends are unfairly gossiping about someone you barely know, and it 

would be easier to sit back and listen rather than come to the defense of a 

mere acquaintance. No matter the “smallness” of the situation, conforming in 

those ways is a major blow to the maturity and strength of your character. 

When your fear of conforming is greater than your fear of change, you are well 

on your way to realizing your dreams. 

Many people will talk about having integrity and values, yet behind their words 

is a cloud of smoke. There is no substance. I'm extremely cautious when 

people begin to speak higher of themselves than others speak of them. Too 

often this is a sign that what they're really doing is faking their character.  
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Be a person who does what they say and lives a life that can be respected. Be 

more than words. Be a person of action and one whose reputation speaks for 

itself, not the other way around. This is where true character is found. 

3. Learn to value the process of building your character. 

Romans 5:3-5 says, "More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been 

given to us." 

This verse speaks of character being established through endurance. If you’re 

an athlete, you know there are no short cuts to winning a race or competition. 

Character is no different. You can’t wheel through somewhere and grab it. You 

can’t just decide you have it and tell others that you do, either. It’s built through 

endurance. Don’t check your character at the door. Make sure you are always 

a man or woman of good character and the rest will always fall into place. 

We live in a fast-paced world. If we want a hamburger, we can wheel through 

Burger King and get one in less than five minutes. If we want a new song, we 

can download it in a matter of seconds. The danger in this kind of world is too 

many people think they can do the same with their character. 

I often say, you can get to the top without integrity…in fact, 

you can get there faster. But you can’t stay at the top long 

without it. It may take longer to get where you want to go 

when you refuse to take short cuts, but there’s treasure in 

the waiting. I’ve learned that it’s in those times when I’m 

forced to struggle with the wait, that my faith, my spiritual 

roots, and my maturity grow most. 
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5 Ways to Help Kids Connect to Their Identity in Christ 

info@livingproof.com for additional information 

The days of dropping our kids off at Sunday School once a week and 
hoping what they learn in that hour makes a lasting impression are 
coming to a close. It’s not that this shouldn’t still continue—it 
definitely should. However, the reality is, for our kids to know their 
identity in Christ, one hour a week of Biblical instruction isn’t going 
to cut it.  

Most kids are surrounded by a “Babylonian” worldview from school 
to extracurricular activities all week long. The message is becoming 
increasingly more about self: “Making choices based on what 
makes YOU happy.” Whether we recognize it or not, the message is 
increasingly becoming more anti-God. 

Young people are inundated with messages throughout the week 
that contradict the message they receive in a Biblical community 
setting. So then, can parents and grandparents do something to 
prepare the younger generation and teach kids their identity in 
Christ? 

Yes! As parents and grandparents, we can teach our kids their 
identity in Christ with assurance the Holy Spirit will guide us. In fact, 
this is part of our personal ministry work here on earth.  

We have a community of people who can encourage us in the 
parenting process! While the world’s message seems loud, in a 
strong community, the voice of truth is louder than the world.  

• “He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.”—1 

John 4:4  

 

 

As a parent who desires to teach kids their identity in Christ, you 
face challenges parents in the past did not.  

mailto:info@livingproof.com
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Challenges have always existed. However, we have historically 
embraced Biblical values and worldviews in America, which was 
established as a Judeo-Christian culture. This is changing and 
creating new challenges for parents today.  

This change is why kids must know their identity in Christ. They 
must hear us—their parents—tell them who they are and who they 
belong to. They must also see us standing in faith, knowing who we 
are and who we belong to. 

Here are a few practical ways to help your kids connect to their 
identity in Christ.  

1. Tell them about God’s authority. 

Children won’t know their identity in Christ unless they 
understand who has authority in their lives—God. The best way to 
reveal this truth is for them to see and hear about God’s authority.  

The problem in society today is a lack of respect for authority. Have 
there been instances when those in authority have misused their 
power? Absolutely. But when there is a message all those in 
authority can’t be trusted and misuse their power, it damages our 
kids.  

So then, teaching them about God’s perfect authority also teaches 
them He can be trusted because He can’t lie (Titus 1:2). Verses that 
tell them God is the Creator and all is made for Him and by Him 
reveal His authority.  

• “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to 
whom be glory forever. Amen.”—Romans 11:36 

• “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness, the power and the glory, the 
victory and the majesty; for all that is in heaven and earth is 
Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and You are exalted as 
head over all.”—1 Chronicles 29:11 

https://livingproof.co/ministry/family/


11 
 

2. Tell them what they have in Christ. 

At a young age, tell your kids who they are and who has authority 
in their lives. Teach them the joy of being a child of God. Teach 
them verses and passages that speak to who they are in Christ.  

Ephesians 1 is a great place to start. This chapter tells them 
as children of God, they… 

• Have every spiritual blessing 

• Are chosen before the creation of the world 

• Are holy and blameless 

• Are predestined for adoption 

• Are redeemed by Jesus’ blood 

• Have been forgiven of sin 

• Have an inheritance 

3. Look for opportunities.  

You can’t pull them out of a Babylonian culture when this is the 
culture you live in, but you can equip them in it. When watching a 
show together, look for subtle messages that speak against Biblical 
truth. Messages that promote pantheism, relative truth, or the like 
are opportunities for you to speak truth to your children.  

Tell them these messages aren’t Biblical, and then teach them 
what the Bible actually says—there is One God who created all of 
heaven and earth. God is the Creator, not the created.  

• “For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created 

https://livingproof.co/ministry/family/
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through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in 
Him all things consist.”—Colossians 1:16-17 

4. Talk to them about the battle. 

Wherever children are, there is a spiritual battle. The spirit of 
Babylon is after the nation’s children, looking to indoctrinate and 
reprogram them so they will trade a Biblical worldview for a 
Babylonian worldview.  

As they begin to mature, you must open the gates in their lives with 
wisdom. Part of that wisdom is talking to them about the battle 
taking place in their minds and hearts.  

Give them the good news, that they have divine weapons that can 
pull down any lie from the enemy. God sees and hears them and 
never leaves or forsakes them.  

• “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in 
God for pulling down strongholds, casting down arguments 
and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge 
of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience 
of Christ…”—12 Corinthians 10:4-5 

5. Be intentional.  

Let’s not confuse giving attention with being intentional. You might 
hear kids need attention, yes, but they need intentional attention. 
In other words, the kind of attention given is important.  

Be intentional about teaching kids their identity in Christ. Let them 
hear and see you pray when you are joyful and when you are 
stressed. Let them hear you talk to God, asking Him to remind you 
of your identity. Let them listen to you praying about who He is—
His wonderful attributes, works, and love. Let them see you reading 
and studying the word individually and as part of a community.  

https://livingproof.co/ministry/family/
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For older kids, intentionally set up times to talk about life’s 
challenges and, as mentioned above, look for opportunities to show 
them the reality of who God is. Consider different ways to serve 
others together through a Biblical community.  

• “Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of 
the Lord is… but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the Lord…”—Ephesians 5: 

17-18, 19 
 

The Takeaway 

Parents today face a challenge that parents generations ago did 
not. Teaching our kids their identity in Christ gets harder as our 
culture’s messages move further away from a Biblical worldview.  

So then, what can we do?  

1. Kids must hear who they are and know who they belong to.  
2. They must see us—their parents, leaders, and authority 

figures—embracing who we are and who we belong to. 
3. Teach children at home what you want them to know: 
4. Protect our children from predators at home, church, school 

and in the community. 
5. Who is mentoring your children? 

 

• YOU are responsible to TEACH your children. Please start 
at an early age… as early as two is not to age to 
Teach them who Jesus is.   
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Our Marriage is Worth Praying For 

Marriage blessings are a 

great way to pray for your 

marriage because 

marriage is a gift – one of 

God’s amazing blessings.  

 

 Yet often the greatest gifts in life 

are not always cherished the way 

they should be.  Maybe because life 

gets busy, or we get hurried and 

distracted. Maybe because we start to take one another for granted.  Or we 

disagree and let resentments hang on longer than they should. 

Life gets hard. 

The baggage we bring along from our past doesn’t help much either. What 

worked for us as two individuals, coping through the everyday stresses of life, 

may not work so well when joined as “one.” We spin our wheels comparing our 

own marriage to the next one over, complaining about the problems; falsely 

thinking it might propel the other to action.  We long for brighter tomorrows, but 

instead get stuck, in regret and hurt. We begin to drift away.  And sadly, many 

times, we start looking for the nearest door marked “Exit.” 

There’s a battle over marriages today, and the enemy would love nothing more 

than to bring you down.  His aim – to destroy.  God’s aim – to build up. To provide 

marriage blessings over every part of your union.  

https://thrivingmarriages.com/why-facing-your-past-may-save-your-marriages-future/
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But in all of the talk about marriage, defending our views, or pointing out 

differences, we have to ask ourselves – have we prayed?  I mean, really prayed, 

consistently, over time, God’s blessings for our marriage? and if we’re not, then 

who is? 

God promises in Isaiah 55:11 that His word will not return empty, without 

accomplishing great things. 

There’s no magic formula in praying verses and words, but there is power through 

the Spirit of God. And there’s power in His Truth to bring forgiveness, healing, 

renewal, and restoration – no matter how bad things may seem. His reach is big. 

His love is huge. His grace covers all. 

Prayer + God’s Word = Power, the pathway for Him to do miraculous things. 

40 Powerful Marriage Blessings to Pray Over Your Marriage 

Dear God, 

We praise you for your love and faithfulness.  We thank you for huge grace. We 

thank you that you give us the power to love well.  Thank you 

for my spouse.  Thank you for the gift of marriage.  Thank you that you’re for us; 

that you fight for us.  Thank you that you are Redeemer, and you have good in 

store.  We confess, some days, marriage gets tough, and we blow it – again.  We 

ask that you would make us more like you. Please fill our marriage and lives with 

truth and cover it with marriage blessings.  

 

Lord, we pray for… 

Adoration – “My beloved is mine and I am his.” Song of Songs 2:16 
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Belief – “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-you and your 

household.” Acts 16:31 

Blessing – “He blesses the home of the righteous.”  Prov. 3:33 

Commitment – “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. 

A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” Ecc. 4:12 

Courage – “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 

for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”  Josh. 1:9 

Discernment – “And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, 

with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, 

and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ.”  Phil. 1:9-10 

Encouragement – “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 

but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 

may benefit those who listen.”  Ephesians 4:29 

Endurance – “Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 

all things. Love never ends.”  1 Cor. 13:7-8 

Faithfulness – “Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around 

your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and a 

good name in the sight of God and man.”  Prov.3:3-4 

Favor – “May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us, establish the work of our 

hands…”  Ps. 90:17 

Forgiveness – “Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

as God in Christ forgave you.”  Eph. 4:32 

https://thrivingmarriages.com/how-to-actually-enjoy-your-spouse-this-christmas/
https://thrivingmarriages.com/forgiveness-is-better-than-regret/
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Friendship – “Two are better than one…if either of them falls, the one will lift up 

his companion.”  Ecc. 4:9-10 

Fruitfulness – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  Gal.  5:22-23 

Generosity – “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be 

refreshed.”  Prov. 11:25 

Gentleness – “Walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 

called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  Eph. 4:1-

3 

Grace – “Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how to answer everyone.” Col. 4:6 

Health – “Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the 

bones.”  Prov. 16:24 

Hope – “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare 

and not for evil, to give you hope and a future.”  Jer. 29:11 

Humility – “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 

others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.”  Phil. 2:3-4 

Integrity – “Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but he who makes his 

ways crooked will be found out.”  Prov. 10:9 

Intimacy – “Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a 

limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together 
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again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.”  1 

Cor. 7:5 

Joy – “May your fountain be blessed, and may you rejoice in the wife of your 

youth.”  Prov. 5:18 

Kindness – “She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is 

on her tongue.” Prov. 31:26 

Love – “May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each 

other…”  1Thess. 3:12 

Oneness – “They are no longer two but one flesh. What God has joined together, 

let no man separate.”  Matt. 19:6 

Peace – “May there be peace within your walls…” Ps. 122:7 

Protection – “The Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against 

the evil one.”  2 Thess. 3:3 

Provision – “And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches 

in glory in Christ Jesus.”  Phil. 4:19 

Purity – “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.”  Ps. 19:14 

Purpose – “And we know that for those who love God all things work together 

for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.”  Rom. 8:28 

Respect – “Let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that 

she respects her husband.”  Eph. 5:33 
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Self-Control – “For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and 

self-control.”  2 Tim. 1:7 

Servant-Hearted – “As for me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.”  Joshua 24:15 

Strength – “The Lord gives strength to his people; the Lord blesses his people 

with peace.”  Ps. 29:11 

Submission – “Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Eph. 5:21 

Thankfulness – “Pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  1 Thess. 5:17-18 

Trust – “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.”  1 John 4:18 

Understanding – “Husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way…” 1 

Peter 3:7 

Value – “A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than 

rubies.” Prov. 31:10 

Wisdom – “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you do flows from 

it.”  Prov. 4:23 

Let your favor shine on us as we seek after you.     In Jesus’ name, 

Share with another couple  …advocates for thriving Christian marriages! 

Q.      What is the status of your marriage as of today? 

A.      Ask your spouse. 
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A Call to Holiness 
by Dr. Paul Chappell 

“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the end for 
the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; As 
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in 
your ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.” 

1 Peter 1:13–16 

William Longstaff inherited a successful shipping business from his father and 
resolved to use his resources to further God's work. He was a close friend and 
early supporter of William Booth and the Salvation Army. When D. L. Moody's 
evangelistic campaign in England was put in doubt because of the death of 
the main financial backer, Longstaff stepped forward to ensure the needs 
were met so the meetings could continue. During that campaign, Longstaff 
shared with Ira Sankey, Moody's song leader, a poem he had written after 
hearing a sermon on holiness. Later his words were set to music, and the 
hymn is still being sung today. 

Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; 
Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word. 
Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak, 
Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek. 

Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; 
Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone. 
By looking to Jesus, like Him thou shalt be; 
Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see. 

We all know that we will become like the people with whom we spend the 
most time. The question for us then is, “Am I becoming like Christ by spending 
time with Him?” When it comes to the matter of holiness, spending time with 
God is essential. Since He is perfectly and completely holy, separated from 
sin in every way, the time we spend in His presence will change our lives and 
let His holiness be more clearly seen in us. 
 
 

Today's Growth Principle:  

The key to holiness is not found in our strength or willpower, but in our time 
spent with God. 
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Your Sin debt has been paid in full…every one of them! 
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